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Brazil: 


Projections of a Revolution : 


~ BY ALUIZIO PALHIANO, PRESIDENT OF THE BRAZIL DELEGA- 
TIONS TO THE FIRST TRICONTINENTAL CONFERENCE AND THE 
OLAS CONFERENCE. 


With a new series of institutional acts the military dictatorship established in 
Brazil in April, 1964, sharpened the contradictions within the country and accelerated 
the process of its destruction, 


In the midst of a structural crisis —that only a true revolution would be able to 
solve— the militarists opted for the exclusive wielding of power, shoving aside 
the aspirations of their partners in the civilian political sector. With no attempt to 
cover up their aims, they “institutionalized” their absolute control and took upon 
themselves the right to govern the country without civilian intermediaries and at 
bayonet point. 

Institutional Act. No. 5, decreed on December 13, 1968, is thus the formal ex- 
pression of an absolute dictatorship and is used in defense of the interrelated interests 
of U.S, imperialism and the native oligarchy, 

For more than four years. this oligarcho-imperialist dictatorship was able to 
disguise its militarist and absolute nature. While it strictly fulfilled its program of 
national treason and mass repression, the Brazilian gorillacracy kent ub an appearance 
of a “constitutional” government, To keep up this appearance, they maintained a Parlia- 
ment in operation. ,. a parliament at their convenience, from which they first expelled 
the most rebellious groups and later replaced them through a process of selection 
by which only candidates that had the “approval” of the repressive apparatus could 
stand for. office. 


That appearance was maintained so as to limit the areas of open conflict with 
the various civilian political sectors, anxious to participate actively in the privileges 
of power and to deceive the people with a false perspective of gradual “redemocrati- 
zation.” 

In addition to this, alternative schemes of power were an advantage to imperialism, 
schemes such as the well-known Broad Front headed by Carlos Lacerda and Jusce- 
lino Kubistechek, whose utilization would depend on a popular radicalization against 
the gorillas. 

With that system, the military dictatorship that followed the April 1, 1964 coup 
d'etat, headed by Marshal Castelo Branco, prepared the political and institutional 
terrain for the total elimination of the obstacles to the complete economic occupation 
of Brazil by the Yankee monopolies, through the suppression of civil liberties and 
the expulsion of the people’s leaders and organizations from the national political 


scene. All these actions they have carried out, from the most injurious to the na- 
tional interests to the most arbitrary and repressive ones against the people, were, 
meanwhile, given a facade of formal legality, since they were approved by Parliament 
and could not be discussed in the Courts, In the case of the renewal of the Brazil- 
U. S Military Agreement —to cile just one glaring example— which had been before 
Parliament since 1956 without being approved, was quickly approved on April 6, 
1964, just four days after the coup. And as an instrument of the political and military 
domination of the country, Parliament also approved all of the rest of the measures 
that were injurious to the national sovereignty and economy, such as the annulment 
of the law regulating the exportation of profits by the foreign enterprises, the 
purchase of the subsidiaries of Bond and Share, the agreement guaranteeing U.S. 
investments, the authorization of the U.S. Air Force to carry out the aerophoto- 
grametric surveying of Brazilian territory, the AMEC-USAID agreement that subor- 
dinated the educational system to imperialist ideological penetration and the trans- 
formation of the universities into the privilege of the rich, ete. 

Moreover, the system, by its formal nature, implied the recognition of apparent 
opponents to the regime. The gorillas had to face innumerable secondary divergencies 
in their own camp or within the loyal opposition. It is well-known, for example, 
that Costa e Silva, taking advantage of an imminent “coup” against Castelo Branco, 
in crushing it (he was then Minister of the Army) imposed the condition of his own 
candidacy to and assumption of the presidency of the Republic. 

The militarists fought among themselves for power and it is this internal rivalry, 
determined by personal ambitions, that is reflected in the formation of factions that 
alternately hold “soft” and “hard” or “nationalist” and “liberal” positions. Naturally 
these divergencies do not arise in opposition to the fundamental objective of the 
dictatorship, which is to hand over the country —lock, stock and barrel— to the 
imperialist block headed by the United States, They only disagree as to the form, 
as to the speed, and not as to the direction of their sell-out, unpatriotic policy. 
Some maintain that a veiled dictatorship could advance and better guarantee this 
policy, while others prefer resorting to more drastic measures. 

Naturally, the civilian political sector’s interests in and aspirations of resuming 
cirect power led them to cheer for the victory of the “liberal” military faction which, 
on a long-term basis, might result in sending the generals and colonels back to the 
garrisons, leaving open the bureaucratic positions and jobs that they completely 
fill today. This is the aspect of the contradiction that Institutional Act No, 5 just 
determined, through which the militarists thwart the civilian political sector and 
with which at any time they wlll unite to keep direct and exclusive power in their 
hands. 

Concerning the stated. intentions of the “liberals,” distinct class feeling prevails, 
and it is no accident that Costa é Silva himself, much touted by propaganda as being 
the leader of the “soft” “liberal” wing, is the one who will personally exercise 
the dictatorial powers instituted in Act No. 5, through which the President of the 
Republic will be able to: 1) decree the withdrawal of the National Congress and 
the State and Municipal Legislative Assemblies, during which time he will be author- 
ized to legislate all matters set down in the constitution and in the municipal organic 
laws: 2) decree the unlimited federal intervention in the states and in the muni- 


cipalities; 3) also without any limitations to suspend the political rights of any 
citizen for a period of 10 years, and to annul the electoral mandates of federal, 
state or municipal representatives; 4) along with the suspension of political rights, 
to prevent any citizen from exercising any other political or private rights; 5) to 
expel, remove, retire or place at large any employee of autonomous public or mixed 
enterprises; 6) to expel, transfer to the reserves or deprive any soldier or member 
of the military police of his position; 7) to decree martial law and to prolong it 
as long as he considers it convenient; 8) to confiscate the material goods of political 
opponents. 


With the Institutional Act No. 5 the guarantees of “habeas corpus” have also 
been suspended in the cases of political crimes and the Judicial Power is powerless 
to review any of the actions taken by the military government. 


As can be seen, the chief of the “liberal” faction of the pro-Yankee military 
dictatorship in Brazil has broader powers than Louis XV, whom history recalls 
for his absolutism and the perspicacity with which he predicted “after me, the deluge”. 


it is symptomatic, on the other hand, that this decision by an absolute military 
regime coincides with the Democratic Party’s defeat in the U.S. presidental elections, 
with the coming to power of a new imperialist administration headed by Richard 
Nixon. Surely this coincidence is no accident, 


Nixon’s election gave them the opportunity to eliminate all potential competitors 
for the preferences of the imperialist policy once and for all. 


The gorillas wanted to present the new master with a fait accompli, certain that 
the new administration of the colossus would have no other alternative than to give 
the new “institutional” situation the blessing of its support. The example of Ongania, 
in Argentina, who surprised the Yankee State Department by overthrowing its faithful 
U.S. ally, Arturo Illia, and the experience of the other countries on the continent 
demonstrated that imperialism cannot do without the Armed Forces and especially 
the Latin American Armies for the domination and exploitation of the people. 


The gorillas are not unaware that the question of power is a question of the 
correlation of forces, and of armed forces. This security itself allows them some 
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demagogie tirades, as that of General Alburquerque Lima, candidate to the successión 
of Costa e Silva and appointed chief of the “hard” or “nationali t” faction, who when 
referring to the criticism formulated by the United States, asserted that “national 
affairs belong to the Brazilians. We sce things according to our own customs and 
we don’t have to please anybody.” 

Focusing on the “rebelliousness” of Cao Ky, the South Viet-Nam National Front 
for Liberation taught us how to view declarations such as tho e of the gorilla Albur- 
querque Lima. The NLF stated: “In spite of the fact that Cao Ky and certain mem- 
bers of the Saigon Administration rebelled against some of the agents of the U.S. 
government, giving an appearance of independence, we are convinced that the U.S. 
imperialists continue to be the masters.” 


And so it is that with the victory of Alburquerque Lima’s “hard” line, the regime’s 
Minister of the Treasury, Delfin Neto, appeared in publie to state that with the new 
situation, that is, with the establishment of the absolute military dictatorship, he 
hoped “for an increase in foreign investments in 1969, since the security conditions 
in Brazil will be better for such investments.” 


Nevertheless, it would be erroneous to see in these events —which the New York 
Times calls an “unnecessary coup”— the expression of the victory of the military 
caste over the civilian political sector of the ruling classes. They occur in a general 
framework in which the worsening of the Brazilian economic crisis and the regime’s 
fear of the mounting class struggle and the revolutionary movement in the country 
are predominant, 


The year 1968 demonstrated the complete failure of the economic and financial 
policy of the dictatorial regime, the failure of the imperialist policy for Latin Amer- 
ica, the failure of the Alliance for Progress, of which Brazil was the “key country.” 

Inflation is far from being controlled and is returning to its ascending rhythm. 
In three years of government, Castelo Branco had issued 1952 million new cruzeiros, 
while in less than two years Costa e Silva had already put into circulation around 
1808 million cruzeiros! 

In 1964 when the militarists took power the dollar had a value of 600 cruzeiros 
(600 old eruzciros). Today it has a value of 3.830 cruzeiros or 3.83 new cruzeiros. 


The policy of the military dictatorship is based on the freezing of salaries and 
the elimination of price ceilings, so that the salaried workers are faced with a 
soaring cost of living that continues to rise. 

U.S, “aid? and loans to keep the economy afloat raised the country’s foreign 
public debt to around $5000 million, therefore there is a “deficit” of $440 million 
in the balance of payments. 

No less serious is the situation of the balance of trade, because the terms of 
exchange with U.S. imperialism continue to deteriorate. For example, in the case 
of instant coffee, which the military regime handled as if it were a confrontation 
with the U.S..in “defense of! national interests,” exports tro e to around 690 tons 
and income dropped $2.7 million. From January to October 1967, 6.9 thousand tons 
of instant coffee were exported at a total price of $17.7 million, while in the same 
period in 1968 exports rose to 7.5 thousand tons (600 tons more) that were sold at 
a total price of $15 million ($2.7 million less). 


On the other hand, the “deficit” in the projected 1969 budget is so great that 
proj £ 


the regime, in an attempt to reduce it by 1.700 million new cruzeiros (around 425 
million dollars). announced drastic measures paralyzing public and social works, 
with violent reduction in job opportunities and throwing thousands of publie em- 
ployees out of work. 

Lack of hospitals and schools (for 202 000 applicants for the universities there 
were only 69 881 seats in 1968), unemployment, illiteracy, poverty, hunger and repres- 
sion is the tragic result of the oligarcho-imperialist dictatorship’s policy in Brazil 
which has not even achieved an increase in the Gross National Product to make up 
for the increase in population. 


Brazil is a large “senzala”(1) that works to enrich the U.S. monopolies and to 
assure a life of disippation, luxury and corruption for the native partners of Yankee 
imperialism under the whip of the militarist: overseers of the anti-national and 
unpatriotie interests, 


In 1968 the quality of the people’s resistance to that calamitous state of affairs 
improved markedly. The students took to the streets in gigantic demonstrations 
against the regime; workers weni on strike in Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo and Minas 
Gerais; farmers and rural workers showed increased signs of discontent; intellec- 
tuals, artists and clergymen entered into open opposition with the dictatorship, The 
large number of abstentions and annulled votes in the “elections” rigged by the 
regime for the renewal of state and municipal offices reveal that the people no 
longer believe in the dictatorship’s electoral demagogy. In Sao Paulo alone 348 000 
voies were annulled. Forced to go the polls, the people showed their contempt fer 
the registered candidates by annulling their ballots with tle «logan “Down with the 
Dictatorship” or by voting for Major Che Guevara. 


The peoples resistance is increasing in all sectors and the blood of the first martyrs 
of this stage of the revolutionary process in Brazil was shed on the national terri- 
tory. The masses are learning to meet reactionary violence with revolutionary violence. 
Several revolutionary groups have organized and erupted in violent actions in Sao 
Paulo, Guanabara, Minas Gerais, in the Northeast and Río Grande do Sul, 
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The revolutionary leader, Carlos Marighella, against whom the military dictatorship 
has mobilized all its repressive forces, putting into action a real manhunt to capture 
him dead or alive, considering him “public enemy No. 1” informed us of the 


qualitative change in his recent MESSAGE TO THE BRAZILIANS. 


“The revolutionary initiative is in our hands. We are already taking action. 
We have but to wait. The gorillas will find themselves in a murky labyrinth until 
they are forced to turn the political situation of Brazil into a military situation. 


“In unleashing the people’s revolution by using guerrilla tactics, we aim at 
organizing a just and necessary war against the United States, an all-out revolutionary 
war of the Brazilian people against their enemies. 


“The revolutionary war in Brazil is a long war —not a conspiracy. its history is 
already being written with the blood of the students on the streets and in the prisons 
where the patriots are massacred and tortured, with the action of the persecuted and 
humiliated priests, with the strikes of the workers, with the repression of the peasants, 
in the struggle in the rural areas and large urban centers shaken by violence.” 


Thus the revolutionary stage has irrevers’bly begun in the largest country in Latin 
America where as Carlos Marighella points out: “There is nothing artificial in the 
conditions for violence, and they have been created in Brazil ever since the dictator- 
ship took over by force.” 


The overthrow of the dictatorship, which today constitutes an almost unanimous 
desire of the Brazilian population will not be “through military coups, elections, 
redemocratization, or other panaceas of the loyal bourgeois opposition.” It is the task 
of the masses through armed revoluctionary actions. 


In Brazil, with the 1964 coup d’etat, imperialism and the oligarchy once and for 
all closed the stage of reformism and conciliation that for so many years obstructed 
the revolutionary process. The masses own experience indicated that there can be 
no peaceful transition for the taking of political power and the realization of the 
necessary structural reforms for the economic and social development of the country. 


“The recent experience of our people’s struggle,” Carlos Marighela points out in 
his MESSAGE TO THE BRAZILIANS “shows us that Brazil has entered a stage of 
guerrilla tactics and armed actions of every type, surprise attacks and ambushes, 
seizure of arms, protest demonstrations and acts of sabotage, mass meetings and 
flash meetings, student demonstrations, strikes, takeovers, and the kidnapping of 
members of the police and the military to exchange them for political prisoners.” 


It deals, then, with structuring the people’s army of liberation, with the guerrilla 
as the beginning, with a base in the worker-farmer-student alliance to destroy the 
military and bureaucratic apparatus of the oligarcho-imperialist state and to establish 
a people’s revolutionary government, 

The popular measures that Carlos Marighella foresees as a minimum program of 
the Revolution reveal that character of this revolutionary stage as well as constitute 
a brief outline of the political, social and economic problems the Brazilian people 
face and give us a clear idea of the breadth of the forces that oppose the military 
dictatorship. 


“Among the measures considered necessary for the benefit of the people, measures 


to be applied without recourse once the revolution triumphs, we hereby state the 
following: 


—We shall abolish all privileges and censorship. 

—We shall establish freedom in the creative fields and freedom of religion. 

—We shall set free all political prisoners and others imprisoned by the present 
military dictatorship. 

—We shali abolish the political police, the National Information Service (SNI), 
the Secret Service of the Navy (CELIMAR) and the other represive police 
agencies. 

—After summary public trials, we shall sentence to death all C!A agents in the 
country and those members of the repressive police forces responsible for 
torturings, beatings, shootings and executions of prisoners. 

—We shall expel U.S, interests from the country and confiscate their property 
—companies, banks, land-holdings, ete. 

—We shall confiscate the holdings of national capitalist enterprises which have 
collaborated with U.S. interests and which oppose the revolution, 

—We shall restore state control over monetary exchange, foreign trade, mineral 
wealth, communications and the main public services effective. 

—We shall confiscate the latifundist properties, ending the monopoly of land, 
guaranteeing land titles for the farmers who work the land, doing away with 
all forms of exploitation, including half-share and one third-share systems of 
sharecropping, tenant farming, the fuero, payment in*script, the “barracão” (2), 
evictions and the action of the “grileiros’(3), and punishing all those respon- 
sible for crimes committed against the peasants. 


—We shall confiscate all illicit fortunes of the big capitalists and exploiters of 
the people. 

—We shail erradicate corruption. 

—We shall guarantee employment to all workers and to women by doing away 
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with unemployment and partial unemployment and putting into practice the 
watchword: “From each according to his ability; to each according to his 
work.” 


—We shall do away with the present rent laws, eliminating evictions and reducing 
rents, so as to protect the interests of tenants and create the material conditions 
for home ownership, 


—We shall reform the entire educational system, eliminating the MEC-USAID 
Agreement and all other vestiges of U.S. interference, so as to give Brazilian 
education the content required for the liberation of our people and independent 
development. 


We shall expand scientific research, 


—We shall free Brazil from its condition as a satellite of U.S. foreign policy, 
so that we can be independent of the policies of military blocs, following a line 
of full support for the underdeveloped peoples and the struggle against co- 
lonialism. 


Given this reality based on concrete actions, the oligarcho-imperialist coalition 
has no way out but to accept the divergencies within the regime in favor of the 
hegemonic aspirations of the militarists, in which they place their last hopes for 
stopping the people’s revolutionary movement. The gorillas now have a blank check 
to act against anyone who represents the slightest threat to the political and social 
order. Nevertheless it is possible that such an “institutionalized” policy will inevitably 
lead to the increasing isolation of the government due to the increasingly marginal 
position of those politicians who are still not totally corrupted in the minds of the 
people and whose actions as “opposition forces” to a certain degree legalize the 
regime, 

Because of the risks that this isolation involves the regime has to launch a permanent 
demagogic campaign which Costa e Silva himself initiated by promising “social and 
economic reforms” and which General Alburquerque openly admits, stating that the 
“regime needs to adopt some social reforms in order to make itself more popular.” 

But the “institutional” maneuver of the domesticated gorillas who took power, or 
other demagogic forms with which it can disguise itself in the future, as an 
expression of the wicked and intolerable oligarcho-imperialist domination, are con- 
demned to failure in the face of the luminous perspectives that have been opened 
up by the revolutionary struggle of the Brazilian people. 

As Carlos Marighella says in his message of struggle: 

“Inspired by the unselfish example of the Heroic Guerrilla, we are carrying on 
his patriotic struggle in Brazil, working on the side of the people with firm convic- 
tion and history on our side.” 


(1) “senzala” — slave quarters. 


(2) “barracão” — the dependence of the field worker on the debts that he contracis 
with the landlord in the company store of the sugar mills. 


(3) “grileiro” — the practice of illegal occupation of lands. 


Thailand: 


the 5st State? 


When the first Thai peasants were evicted from their land so that a U.S. military 
base could be built there, men sent by Washington to Bangkok, had already been 
there for several years, to direct behind the scenes the steps that the ruling clique 
should take in selling-out. 

U.S. presence in that country —which occupies 574000 sq. kilometers and is 
bordered by Burma, Laos, Cambodia and Malaysia began at the end of the Second 
World War. 

At that time, in 1946, England was unable to reexert her influence over Thailand. 
The war had weakened her. Furthermore, Japan had surrendered so that the Japanese 
yecupation troops had no reason for remaining in that country in the heart of South- 
east Asia. 


There were several factors involved in the United States economic and political 
penetration in that territory which had for several centuries constituted the Siamese 
empire, One of them was its abundant reserves of natural resources. Another was 
its important strategic position (Thailand is bounded by four countries, is near Viet- 
Nam and can be used as a base for aggression against the Soviet Union and China). 


In December 1965, during a visit to Bangkok, General Earl G. Wheeler stated 
that Thailand could very well be used as a springboard to attack “the underbelly 
of the USSR” and to conquer all Asia after having destroyed the People’s Republic 
of China with nuclear weapons, 

From the beginning, the U.S, used the type of direct investments which reaped 
huge profits in the space of two years. These direct investments even reached 
Bangkok disgwised as U.S. “aid.” At present, they amount to 850 million dollars a 
year. In 1959 there were 19 U.S. enterprises in Thailand, 2 of them belonging to 
Nelson Rockefeller, which controlled almost all the export-import business, The 
main investors were Standard Oil and Clatex. 
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Beginning in 1949 large amounts of dollars invested in Thailand began to pay 
By 1957, the profits were 6 times greater than the initial investment. 
it must not be forgotten that through so-called loans made 


k, Washington reaped huge rofits. 
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interest rapidly. 
In giving this run-down, 


by the Import-Export Ban 
of an “Agreement for 


All of this was made possible thanks to the signing 
a Bangkok and the 


Economic and Technical Collaboration” by the puppet regime ir 


United States on September 19, 1950. 


From the time that the clique headed by Prime Minister, Marshall Thanon 
Kittikachorn, and the Minister of Interior, General Prophas Charustien, took power 
in Bangkok with the blessing of the U.S. Embassy, U.S. monopoly capital could, 
without any difficulty, freely penetrate Thailand and set up a structure under its 


direction and for its convenience. 

At the same time that they were constructing tall buildings in Bangkok to house 
the offices of U.S, monopoly capital they were also constructing military installations 
aimed at participating in the repression of liberation movements in the area. At the 
present time there are 300 naval and air bases, landing fields, munition dumps and 
fuel depots, special training camps, green beret camps, etc. 

The military regime in power today in Thailand actively collaborates with 
Washington’s policy. First it must be recalled that Thailand sent men to fight beside 
the (United States in the war of aggression against the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea, Today, they have sent mercenaries to participate in the aggression against 
the Vietnamese people. 

Meanwhile, the Bangkok regime has signed military treaties not only with the 
United States but also with the Vientiane regime in Laos and with the regimes of 
Burma and Malaysia to repress the guerrillas operating in areas of these countries 
bordering Thailand. 

Troops of the Thai Army also participated in the agg®ession against the neutral 
territory of Cambodia and even supplied reactionary forces known as “Free Khmer” 
to attack Cambodians and to create problems for the authorities in Phnom Penh. 


Without a doubt, Thailand is one of the most faithful in carrying out orders from 
Washington. Therefore there is no doubt but what Marshal Kittikachorn was com- 
pletely sincere when he stated that the United States could consider Thailand the 
5lst state, 


ONY TIVHI 


Japan: 


Bases to Control Asia 


UPON COMMEMORATING THE I0IST ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
BEGINNING OF THE MEIJI ERA, JAPAN, DEFEATED IN THE 
SECOND WORLD WAR, IS FACING THE BASIC PROBLEM OF 
ITS EXISTENCE: THE FIGHT AGAINST THE U.S. PENETRATION 
THROUGH WHICH THE U.S. IS ATTEMPTING TO CONTROL 
THE DESTINY OF ASIA FROM JAPANESE TERRITORY. 


It was 1868. Meiji, the emperor, moved from Kyoto —the old capital— to Edo. 
which was later to be called Tokyo —to the eastern capital. He had in mind the 
transformations that would be carried out in the country under his rule; but he 
never imagined that one day Japan would be controlled by Yankee imperialism. 


Japan had tried, through a war of plunder, to take control of the riches of the 
continent. With the same aim, the United States dropped its atomic bombs on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945 and forced the country to surrender and at the same 
time to give up her aforementioned aim. 


The defeat of Japanese militarism meant that the United States could, first of 
all, blackmail the world with its atomic power, which it used with that sole objec.ive, 
since Japan had been, for all practical purposes, defeated before the bomb was dropped. 
Furthermore, the signing of a “mutual security” treaty guaranteed their military 
control of the country for their aims and the perpetuation of their domination in 
Okinawa, which had been occupied by their troops since April 1945, 


The history of Japan from its defeat up to the presént has, in part, been the 
history of the U.S. domination of the country through the bases set up on their 
territory and the people’s struggle for their withdrawal and complete independence. 


From the beginning of Japan’s occupation, the United States saw this country as 
a key position for controlling and destroying the national liberation movements 
that had begun on the Asian continent and for this purpose established a large 
number of military bases there. Later, after signing the peace treaty in San Francisco 


—in 1951— they signed a treaty with the government of Japan through which their 
troops would remain in that country indefinitely under the pretext of “protecting 
it? against a “foreign agression” until that country would be able to defend itself. 
Meanwhile, the new Constitution provided Japan after the war banned the establish- 
ment of any army in order to prevent a renaissance of the militarist forces defeated 
in the war. 


Okinawa remained under U.S, administration. The declaration —dated February 
1946— of the supreme command of the U.S. Armed Forces of occupation, through 
which a whole area of Nansei Shote to the south of 30 degrees latitude north of 
Japanese control remained separated from Japanese control, remained in effect. During 
the U.S. aggression against Korea attacks were carried out against that country from 
Okinawan territory. At the present time, it serves as a base for aggression against 
the Vietnamese people. 


A recent survey taken by an opposition political party showed that 145 of the 
U.S. bases in Japan, not counting those on Okinawa occupied 2 610 000 square 
kilometers, of which 18.3 percent are dedicated to an inappropriate use, and 38.7 
percent are used for aggressive aims of the U.S. imperialists. 


Meanwhile, Okinawa is a powerful atomic arsenal. Likewise, strategic B.52 bombers 
are ba:ed there and U S. atomic vessels are welcome in its ports. 


From the time the so-called Japan-U.S. Security Treaty was signed mass move- 


17 


ments began throughout the country calling for its annulment. This movement reached 
its high point during 1960, the year in which it expired. Even though the people’s 
demancs forced Prime Minister Nobusoke Kishi out of office, this did not prevent 
the signing of the renewal, and 1970 was set as the next date for renewal, 


From that time up to the present the progressive forces have been preparing for 
the great battle for the complete elimination of the Japan-U.S, Security Treaty. 
Meanwhile, the United States and its Japanese allies as cohorts are studying the 
methods for coming out of the confrontation unscathed and are hoping to keep these 
agreements in effect beyond 1970. 


The battle for the restitution of Okinawa to Japan is under way, A progressive 
government that is struggling to achieve this objective was elected by the masses. 
The Jopanese government has been obliged to ask the White House for the return 
of Okinawa, but let’s take a look at the obstacles that make this step impossible. 


In the first place Okinawa was included as a U.S. possession in the “area of joint 
defense” in its “defense” treaties signed with the puppet regime of South Korea, the 
Chinese province of Taiwan and the Phillipines, This involves a potential danger for 
Japan since —should the United States provoke a war in that area— the island, because 
of its strategic position, would be one of the principal theaters of the war. 


Meanwhile, the U.S. has converted Okinawa into a gigantic atomic arsenal and 
set up underground arsenals on it for storing these weapons. Transit camps also exist 
on the island for the Marines on their way to Viet-Nam, 


For these reasons, among others, the United States is not at this time willing to 
return Okinawa to Japan, but the increasing demands of the island’s population 
and of the rest of the country have forced the U.S. imperialists and the Government 
of Japan to begin taking steps making it appear that its return is possible and thus 
quelling the outbreak of protests which are increasing by the day, 


During the past month of November these actions reached their high point when 
a B-52 exploded in the air, moments after taking off from the Cadena Base. More 
than 5000 inhabitants of the town took to the streets in protest, In the face of the 
intensity of these struggles, a democratic organization was created on the island which 
included 52 organizations for the fight for total U.S. withdrawal. 


In the face of this situation and pressured by the new administration elected by 
the masses in Okinawa, the Japanese Government has asked the United States to return 
the island. Despite the U.S. refusal to return it, there is talk in Tokyo that Okinawa 
might, on a long-term basis, be placed under Japanese jurisdiction but uncer the 
condition of maintaining all the U.S. bases on it which would be tantamount to main- 
taining the status quo. 


This is one of the tricks used to try to assuage the people’s fears, The same thing 
is happening with the abrogation of the so-called Japan-U.S. Security Treaty. 


The defenders of the Treaty allege that it should be kept in force in order to 
“assure the defense of the country.” That position was made public during the 
National Council of the Liberal Democratic Party (the Government party) held 
in Tokyo in December 1968, Prime Minister Eisaku Sato said, in his New Year’s 
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speech, that the parlamentarians and the exponents of his part considered that the 
Treaty should not be revised during 1970, which would automatically keep it in 
effect beyond that year. 


That declaration provoked a reaction of struggle among the progressive circles 
which, upon learning of the official position of the Government, knew that the 
battle for the revision of the treaty would have to be carried to its ultimate conse- 
quences. The camps have been defined. 


In an attempt to divert partisans from the struggle for the revision of the treaty, 
the U.S, imperialists and their Japanese allies have staged a farce through which they 
speculate on the possibility of the United States returning some 99 bases to the Japa- 
nese government for the use of “self-defen e forces” and sharing some others with them. 
‘These bases cover more than 2 310000 square kilometers. 


In doing this, the United States would, in any case, continue controlling the most 
important bases where they have their atomic arsenals. To this must be added the 
complete freedom the United States has to bring its atomic vessels into Japanese 
ports, the use of its airports for the concentration of its strategic B-52 airplanes, 
which makes the whole of Japan one huge U.S. strategic base in the Far East. 


But in response to that tactic, all the progressive forces have established a broad 
front and have formulated a plan to denounce these manetivers and to demand the 
unconditional return of Okinawa and the dismantlement and withdrawal of U.S. bases 
from Japanese territory. 


Protest actions have been carried ont in Okinawa in which everyone from school 
teachers to workers on the U.S. bases themselves have participated —workers who 
recently called a strike. 


A struggle also developed in the rest of the country and this struggle ranged from 
simple festivals of anti-imperialist songs to bloody street battles, There is only one 
watchword: total withdrawal of the Yankees from Japanese territory. 


During these past weeks the student protests have’ reached great proportions. The 
students have even penetrated the U.S, Embassy in Tokyo in spite of the repression 
unleashed by the military forces. It is, as they have stated, the beginning of a great 
battle. “We are escalating our battle until we reach our objectives,” is their slogan. 


Meanwhile, the Government is trying to win the battle of time, and the Prime 
Minister has stated that he plans to travel to Washington this year to discuss these 
affairs. The story is old: it’s the same tactic used by Kishi in 1960 and the Treaty 
remained in force. Later he was obliged to resign from office, This time the people’s 
forces have experience and will not allow themselves to be tricked out of their just 


demands. 


This is the present situation prevailing in Japan. The Emperor Meiji iransformed 
the struciure of the country that was developed in an historically unprecedented 
manner, The militarists who followed him provoked the tragedy of Hiroshima. With 
this the U.S. imperialists arrived. It is now the people’s turn to expel the imperialists 
and their allies, We await the development of these events. 


Algeria: 
NLF’s 10 Points on 
Palest 


Aia which has been a victim of 


colonization for more than a century, con- 


siders a political agreement on the Pales- 
tine question illusory because the revolu- 
tionary experience of Algeria and Viet-Nam 
prove the need for the armed struggle 
to win freedom from colonialist or im- 
perialist foreign occupation. The Palestine 


case can be resolved in no other way. The 


Palestinians, who have become aware of 
their main role in this struggle daily con- 
firm that only violence can put an end 
to Zionist violence. After 20 years the evo- 
lution that has occureċ¢ in this respect has 
not been negligible, It has given the Pales- 
tinians time to progressively assume the 
struggle for their liberation and their des- 
tiny. 


Algeria and its Party, the NLF, have 
never overlooked the designs of the leaders 
of Zionism and their ties with imperialism 
for which they are agents, especially in the 


Middle East and in Africa. The events 
following the June 5th aggression have 


proven beyond the shadow of a doubt the 
justice of the historic attitude adopted at 
that time by the revolutionary movement 
in coming out in favor of the mass armed 
Palestinians 
with concrete aid being given them by all 


tance of the themselves 


the Arab countries and the revolutionaries 
of the entire world, Algeria, for its part, 
had opportunely denounced the many errors 
in judgment, discounting a priori every 
policy of compromise as a way of solving 
the Palestine problem. 


Taking its own experience and that of 
other peoples who have taken up arms to 
free themselves as a point of departure, 
Algeria stated that the sine qua non con- 
dition of victory calls for the correct analy- 
sis of the situation, the objective . study 
of all the antecedents to the problem, the 
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rational organization of the struggle by the 
Palestinians and concrete aid from the Arab 
countries and all the anti-imperialist forces 
in the world. In this struggle the Arab 
States have special responsibilites and im- 
perious duties. The Arab States must agree 
to give moral, material and financial aid 
to the Palestinians who are fighting. Thus 
the Palestinians will þe able to develop a 
victorious military force and once more 
take the necessary historic initiative for the 
liberation of Palestine. 


Therefore, the position of the National 
Liberation Front as regards the Palestinian 
problem can be stated thus: 


1. Armed people's struggle is the essential 
pide method that the Palestinian people must 
use for the recuperation of their territory, 
their liberty and their dignity. 


2. The people's armed struggle should 
draw its inspiration from the doctrine based 
on the experiences of the war of liberation 
of the oppressed people and, of necessity, 
give rise to the unification of all the Pa- 
lestinian Liberation Forces 
tional liberation front, 
tative of national aspirations, both within 
Palestine and abroad. This unity must be 
achieved around those who are fighting, 
weapons in hand, with the aim of eliminat- 
ing the circumstantial contradictions that 
are injurious to the Palestinian cause and 
are, for that reason, to be condemned. 


in a true na- 
authentic represen- 


3. The people’s armed struggle has to be 
developed essentially by the Palestinians 
themselves, but it is equally the concern 
of the Arab States, particulary those whose 
territory is occupied at this time. To achieve 
this aim, both should unreservedly mobil- 
ize all their forces and rationalize their 
use in the diverse fields of action. .. 


4. The Arab masses and especially the 
disinherited masses, should become aware 


that their permanent emancipation is subor- 
dinate to the liberation of Palestine and 
demands of them a mobilization around 
that objective. Thus the Arab masses will 
be better able to contribute to the rein- 
forcement of the resources and at the same 
time to spur on all the forces that have 
become committed or that may do so in 
the future. In all cases, they should pre- 
sent a united front to the imperialists’ 
game of divide and conquer. 


5. The progressive and vanguard forces, 
whose capacity for refuting the arguments 
of the bourgeois society is increasing by the 
day, should not only circumscribe the cam- 
paign begun by the powerful Zionist in- 
formation media but also denounce and 
oppose the policy of exodus of the Euro- 
pean Jewish colonies toward occupied Pa- 
lestine. 


6. The Moslems, Christians and all men 
inspired by a spirit of tolerance must not 
remain indifferent to the violation and pro- 
fanation of Jerusalem. No effort should be 
spared to safeguard and preserve these holy 
places, As men of religion they must organ- 
ize, coordinate and encourage the forces 
of all religious creeds concerned with 
avoiding historical precedents of this na- 
ture. Thus, they will contribute to the re- 
habilitation of the tradition and natural. 
scenery of the city of Jerusalem. 


The NLF warns that the mobilization of 
the Moslem world should not become a 
pact based merely on religion, that in es- 
sence this can play into the. imperialists’ 
hands and especially into the hands of their 
agents represented in international Zionism. 


7. The Palestine people’s struggle—which 
forms an integral part of the general pro- 
cess of liberation of the peoples—calls for 
the anti-imperialist revolutionary forces, the 
progressive forces, the vanguard of the 


world youth, as well peace—and jus- 


commit 


tice-loving peovle to 
themselves to the liberation of Palestine. 


resolutely 


8. The Arab States should adopt a co- 
herent policy of information and orienta- 
tion, based on a scientific analysis of the 
facts that would give a clearer picture of 
the just Palestinian cause and situate it 
within the framework of the world strug- 
gle of the revolutionary forces against im- 
perialism and its allies, 


9. To support the action of the Palesti- 
nian people, committees of aid similar to 
the Pro-VViet-Nam committees, should be set 
up throughout the world with the aim of 
informing and mobilizing world public opi- 
nion concerning the struggle for the liber- 
ation of occupied Palestine, 


10. World public opinion, which longs 
for peace, brotherhood and human justice 
and defends the universal rights of man, 
should force the U.N. to respect the prin- 
ciples laid down at its creation and it rees- 
tablish law and justice before the people 
and eliminate tha law of the jungle. 


World public opinion should then force 
the U.N. to correct the injustice committed 
on May 15, 1948. 


US: : 
The Emergence of 
the New Left 


THE GROWTH OF SDS 


Tn central force of the New Left in 
the United States has been Students for a 
Democratie Society or SDS. We are a 
young, rapidly growing movement; only 
sixty-odd people attended our founding 
convention at Port Huron, Michigan in 1961. 
Even by early 1965, SDS had fewer than 
twenty-five hundred members with chapters 


on less than forty campuses, However, with 
its April 17th, 1965 March on Washington 
to End the War in Viet-Nam, SDS grew in 
national profminence. Presently, there are 
over forty thousand national and local SDS 
activists in more than three hundred chap- 
ters in universities across the country. 


In the early years, SDS was a coalition 
of liberals and radicals, working from a 
multi-issue perspective on the questions of 


peace and disarmament, civil rights, pover- 
ty, and university reform. We supported 
reform Democratic electoral campaigns, and 


in 1964 even put out a button saying “Part 
of the Way with LBJ.” 


Our bitter yet powerful experience with 
American polities in the 1960s has moved 
us considerably away from our original 
Left-liberal stance, Today SDS is a mass 
radical anà anti-imperialist student move- 
ment, The critique we are developing of 
American corporate capitalism has brought 
us to advocate the necessity of an activist 
and revolutionary politics for the New Left. 


WHERE DO WE STAND? 


ON VIET-NAM AND US FOREIGN POLICY 


SDS completely opposes the US Govern- 
ment’s immoral, illegal, and genocidal war 
against the people of Viet-Nam. We insist 
on the immediate withdrawal of all US per- 
sonnel from that country, Moreover, we 
see the US pelicy in Viet-Nam as part of 
a global strategy for containing revolution- 
ary change in the “Third World” nations 


of Asia, Africa, and Latin America. Rather 
the result of an essentially good 
government's mistaken we see 


the world-wide exploitation and oppression 


than 
decisions, 


of those insurgent peoples as the logical 
conclusion of the giant US corporations’ 
expanding and necessary search for higher 
profits and strategic resources, That sys- 
tem is most properly named imperialism, 
and we stand by and support all those who 
struggle against its onslaught. They are our 
brothers and sisters, not our enemies. 


ON THE DRAFT AND THE MILITARY 


SDS demands the abolition of the Selec- 
tive Service System. We see the Draft as 
racist and anti-democratic, procuring man- 
power for aggressive wars abroad. More- 
over, through the “deferment” system, the 
primary coercive function of the Draft is 
“channeling” the lives of millions of young 
people outside the Military into lifelong 
vocations deemed “essential” by corporate 
military elites rather than freely chosen by 
themselves, We urge and will organize all 
young men lo wage a collective struggle in 
resistance to the Draft by refusing to serve 
in the Military. We also seek to break the 
barriers placed between us and our brothers 
in uniform. When forced by threat of im- 
prisonment or exile, some of us will organ- 
ize within the Armed Forces, advocating 
desertion and other forms of resistance to 
US foreign policy. 


ON THE BLACK LIBERATION MOVEMENT 


SDS has long and actively supported the 
struggle of black Americans for freedom 
and self-determination. Racism and exploi- 
tation confront black people as a group, 
together as a people, From this given con- 


dition of their daily lives, black people 


must act as a group in establishing their 
common identity, and in planning a strategy 
to challenge their oppression, We do not 
simply “tolerate” the growth of black cons- 
ciousness, we encourage it. 
“black power” as “racism in reverse” is as 


Criticizing 


mistaken as denouncing the American Re- 
volution of 1776 as “colonialism in reverse.” 
In addition to confronting all aspects of 
life, 
we strongly believe that the strongest sup- 
afford the black movement 
comes from our efforts to engage exploited 
whites in the struggles and values of ra- 
cical polities. 


institutionalized racism in American 


port we can 


ON LABOR AND THE STRUGGLES OF 
WORKING PEOPLE 


From its beginnings, SDS has recognized 
the crucial role that the working class has 
to fulfill in any movement for radical social 
change, More recently, we have rejected the 
false notion that most Americans are “mid- 
dle-class.” Considering professional, service, 
white-collar, and university-trained technical 
workers as a “class” separate from blue- 
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collar industrial workers serves only to con- 
fuse and divide millions of workers and 
students and prevent them from realizing 
the corporate capitalist source of their ex- 
ploitation and their common interest in 
uniting against its oppression. To further 
the unity and radical consciousness of the 
working class as a whole we support the 
rank and-file insurgencies of working peo- 
ple against their employers, the Govern- 
ment, and corrupt union leadership. Our 
concern is not only the improvement of 
wages and working conditions for our bro- 
thers and sisters in Une shops, but for a 
tvansformation of all labor issues growing 
out of alienation and lack of control into 
a movement against the capitalist system 


itself, 
ON THE STUDENT REVOLT 


SDS views the multiversity as a know- 
ledge factory, a kind of service station pro- 
ducing skilled manpower and intelligence 
for integration with the marketable needs 
for the major corporate, government, and 
military institutions, Neither the content of 
the educational process, nor the ends to 
which our learning and resources are direct- 
ed, further the fulfillment of humane social 
needs. Rather, the “knowledge commodity” 
(ourselves and the results of our work) is 
shaped to further the production of waste, 
social oppression, and military destruction. 
The recognition of this process has been 
the driving force in our work to transform 
student “alienation” into a radical force 
reaching out and uniting with constituen- 
cies. beyond the campus in struggle against 
oppressive university administrations. 


FROM MORAL OUTRAGE TO 
RADICAL VISION 


The New Left has not been 
the completeness or coherence of its analy- 


noted for 


sis or strategy for change. Within the ranks 


of SDS exists a variety of political posi- 


tions: socialists, anarchists, communists, 
and humanist liberals, Nonetheless, the in- 
terplay of these ideas with a common com- 
mitment to action has produced a rich and 
powerful shared political experience emer- 
ging from an on-going struggle. We have 
looked primarily to that experience as the 
source and test of political truth, rather 
than to this or that dogmatic catechism. 
While not shunning analytical work, we 
have always seen this focus as a basis of 


our strength and authenticity. 


Whatever the degree of the New Left’s 
diversity, however, we have always asserted 
a common clarity in our values. Within 
all authentically revolutionary 
movements are seen as first, last, and al- 


our vision, 


ways movements for human freedom, what- 
ever form their demands may take in a 
given historic period, The New Left radical 
consciousness began with the perception of 
a gap between the actual reality of our 
daily lives and the accessible potentiality 


for human fulfillment already in existence. 
This tension —the contradiction between 
what is and what can be— first futilely 
sought its resolution in a quest for personal 
salvation. 


When the interests of the dominant social 
order denied the realization of that poten- 
tial, we discovered our powerlessness, our 
unfreedom. Moreover, the social character 
of our oppression revealed the need of a 
collective struggle for liberation. We disco- 
vered our deepest personal hopes and de- 
sires were the widely-held aspirations of 
many, That discovery has led to our affir- 
mation of a common humanity with all 
of the oppressed, 


At present, the contradiction between the 
brutal and dehumanized reality of advanced 
corporate capitalism and the liberating po- 
tential of its technology and productive or- 
ganization has never been greater, Planned 
obsolescence and waste production in- 
crease in the midst of growing scarcity. 
Fragmented job specialization and mean- 
ingless toil expand; while cybernation and 
automation contain the possibility of total 
job integration, the abolition of alienated 
labor, and the vast expansion of free and 
creative activity. From this viewpoint, all 
the world’s people have never been more 
oppressed, At this moment of history, on 
the other hand, the potential of the strug- 
gle for human fulfillment has never been 
greater, The New Left will be at the cen- 
ter of the struggle. Our humanity is at 
stake. Join us. 


(Published by SDS) 


Viet-Nam: 
Retreat 
of the Imperialist 
Strategy 


F OLLOWING the generalized attacks 
and concerted uprising of the Southern 
armed forces and people early this Spring, 
the U.S. aggressors have had to fall back 
on a strategic defensive all over the coun- 
try. Their “search-and-destroy” and “pacifi- 
cation” strategy has bitterly failed. 


In face of the disintegration of the pup- 
pet army and administration, the serious 
troop shortage in the U. S. Expeditionary 
Corps caused by the ever rising casualty 
rate and the growing field requirements, 
and especially the surging revolutionary 
high tide, the U.S. aggressors have lost the 
hope of winning the war and, as they have 
been driven completely into a strategically 
defensive position fraught with passivity, 
and are seeking new ways to get the upper 
hand in their defensive posture, in each 
of their “steady steps bacgward.” 


Militarily, their present four strategic ob- 
jectives are: 


l. To carry out their “clear-and-hold” 
strategy, dig in and try to defeat us as in 
their defensive posture. 


2. To hold cities, main arteries and key 
areas at any price and at the same time 
cling to other areas still under their oc- 
cupation, 


3. To prevent the collapse of the puppet 
army, give it enough muscle to cope with 
our current attacks and secure a position 
advantageous for the puppet army and ad- 
ministration in the future. 


4. To reduce U.S. losses by the so-called 
“de-Americanization” of the war and shift 
the war burden on to the puppet army. 


To attain these strategic aims, the U.S. 
aggressors have taken a series of measures 
which consist mainly: 


In re-disposing their fire-power so as to 
create a “solid” defense, especially in cities, 
strategic bases and key strategic areas; 


In making the fullest use of aircraft, 
artillery, tanks and toxic chemicals, espe- 
cially B-52’s so as to strengthen their defen- 
sive posture and at the same time strike 
at our rear to forestall our attacks; 


In consolidating important military bases 
in strategic areas to form “enclaves” as their 
hide-outs to hold territory and control the 
people and, when necessary, fan out and 
foray; 


In reinforcing the puppet army by all 
means, essentially by stepping up troops 
pressganging and speeding up the supply- 
ing of equipment of the same standard as 
the U.S. armed forces: 


In using for the time being U.S. troops 
as a shield for the puppet army until the 
latter is strong enough to take over the 
combat role of U.S. troops. 
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to deplete our 


In striving 


man-power 
and striking violently with aireraft and ar- 
tillery at the liberated areas and our sup- 
ply routes and storage depots with a view 
to weakening us to the point that we can 
no longer keep up our offensives, then with 
military pressure, imposing their terms on 
us in a political solution to end the war. 


Apart from these sinister schemes, the 
US. contemplated 
cynical and wicked maneuvers: in case they 


aggressors have also 
were compelled to stop all the bombing 
of North Viet-Nam they would concentrate 
their aerial forces and 7th Fleet in fierce 
attacks against so-called “infiltration routes” 
to block the flow of aid to the South from 
the North, exercise strict contro] over the 
borderlands, the demarcation line and the 
the coastal areas, further strenghthen key 
positions and extend the size of raiding 
operations, ctc... 


By these measures, they hope to turn 


THE MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS OF 
THE SOUTH VIET-NAM NATIONAL 
FRONT FOR LIBERATION 


South Viet-Nam Demecratic Party, found- 
ed on January 31, 1961. Secretary General: 
Architect Huyhn Tan Phet, 

Assistant 
Ngoc Ky. 

South Viet-Nam Radical Socialist Party, 
founded on January 1, 1961. 


Secretary General: Mr. Ung 


Secretary General: Professor Nguyen 
Van Rieu. 
People’s Revolutionary Party of Viet- 


Nam, founded January 1, 1962, 


People’s Liberation Armed Forces, cre- 
ated February 15, 1961. 


Student Federation for the Liberation of 
South Viet-Nam, founded January 9, 1961. 
President: Tan Bau Kiem. 


the tide and try to keep the situation from 
worsening. 

Politically, the U.S, pursues the follow- 
ing three strategic objectives: 

1. To prevent the collapse of the puppet 
army and administration, that is, to main- 
tain its political mainstay at all costs and 
put a legal face on its presence in South 
Viet-Nam and conceal its ugly aggressive 
nature, 

2. To curb North Viet-Nam’s support for 
the South and. isolate the South militarily 
and politically so as to subdue and annex it, 

3. To strengthen the role of the puppet 
administration and put it back on its feet 
in its present losing posture. 

To achieve these strategic objectives, the 
U.S, aggressors have worked out a series 
of measures. 


As far as the puppet administration is 
concerned, they are trying hard to preserve 


the two top hangmen, Thieu and Ky, and 
the so-called “Senate,” “House of Repre- 
sentative,’ “legality” and 
ity” of their lackeys and the various bodies 
they have created through faked elections. 
They will endeavour to vamp up the puppet 
administration’s structure, and cover up its 
rottenness: with a glamorous veneer, They 


“constitutional- 


are busy getting rid of elements who do not 
fall in line with them by means of the anti- 
corruption campaign and at the same time 
envisaging different ways to reshuffle the 
puppet administration, when necessary and 
in keeping with their political needs. They 
are ruthlessly ousting those military com- 
manders whose political leanings are incon- 
sistent with U.S. stance, hoping to build a 
military apparatus completely subservient 
to the puppet administration. They also are 
actively trying to set up various alliances 
composed of ghost organizations and re- 
actionary leaders of 


various regions so 


Association of Lue Hoe Buddhists of 
South Viet-Nam, established April 2, 1961. 
President: The venerable Trich Thien 
Hoc. 


Association of United Western Nam Bo 
Monks and Buddhists. 


Association of Patriotic Catholics Faithful 
to Christ, established in April, 1961, 

Red Cross Association for the Liberation 
of South Viet-Nam, established October 30, 
1962. President: Dr. Phong Van Cung. 


Western Medical Association for the Liber- 
ation of South Viet-Nam. President: Pro- 
fessor Le Van Huan. 


Patriotic Teachers Association of South 
Viet-Nam, constituted in 1963. 


as to form a political force which exists 
only in name as a backing for their pup- 
pets. 

What is more, the U.S. aggressors are 
elaborating other long-term schemes to en- 
sure the viability of the puppet adminis- 
tration. 

Through the agency of intelligence and 
spy rings, they will smuggle reactionaries 
into hamlets, villages and revolutionary or- 
ganizations to intensify their psychological 
warfare, sabotage our infra-structure organi- 
zationally and morally, and assassinate revo- 
lutionary activists in order to weaken the 
revolutionary movement, gain control over 
various localities and recover their rule in 
urban centres and rural areas. 


With increased diplomatic activities, they 
try to secure a say for their puppets in the 
international arena, enlist the approval of 
the world and work hand-in-glove with 
their allies to undermine the revolution in 
the South, While they seek ways anà means 
to varnish the puppet clique, the U. S. 
aggressors will resort again to all tricks to 


South Vietnamese Committee of Afro- 
Asian Solidarity, established July 20, 1961. 
President: Professor Nguyen Ngoc Thuong. 
Vice President: Professor Nguyen Van 
Thieu, Vice President: Dr Huynh Cuong. 

South, Vietnamese Committee for the 
Defense of World Peace, established July 
20, 1961, President: Professor Phang Vang 
Cung. 

Liberation 
March 8, 
Thi Dinh. 

Workers Association for the Liberation 
of South Viet-Nam, established on May 1, 
1961. Adopted the name of Trade Union 
Federation for the Liberation of South 
Viet-Nam on April 27, 1965. President: 
Phan Xuan Thai. 


Association of Old Residents, founded on 
July 1, 1961. President: Phan Van Dang. 


Writers and Artists Union for the Libera- 


Womens. Federation for the 
of South Viet-Nam, 


1961. President: 


founded 
Mrs. Nguyen 


tion of South Viet-Nam, created on July 
15, 1961. It was presided over by Mr. Tran 
Huu Treng, who immolated himself for his 
country, At present the president is Huynh 
Minh Sieng. 


curtail the influence of the South Viet-Nam 
N.F.L, and with the presence of their Expe- 
ditionary Corps on our territory, provide 
a prop for their puppets to grapple with 
the revolutionary movement. 


In short, these military and political 
schemes of the U.S, aggressors betray to us 
their present sinister designs, namely, to 
maintain pressure on the battlefield and 
seek a solution to the ending of the war 
to their 
precisely, to avert heavier setbacks, keep 
the puppet army and administration on 
their feet and preserve U.S. 
Viet-Nam and Southeast Asia. 


advantage, or, to put it more 


interests in 


Once again, they are further proof of 
the extremely obdurate, wicked, brutal and 
subjective nature of U.S. imperialism. More 
than that, they throw a stronger light on 


the abysmal gravity of the failure suffered 
in Viet-Nam by Johnson and Co. 

The obdurate, wicked, brutal and sub- 
jective nature of the U.S. imperialists finds 
clear expression in the fact that although 
they have been sustaining one bitter defeat 
after another for more than a decade now, 
especially in the course of the general at- 
tacks and uprisings of our armed forces 
and people, they still hang on to South 
Viet-Nam at all cost and still stick to their 
fundamental objectives which are to turn 
the Southern part of our country into a 
new-type colony and a solid military base 
which could serve their long-term scheme 
to dominate the whole of Southeast Asia 
and realize their global strategy. Unable 
to win militarily they hope to paralyze our 


Incapable of 
contem- 


struggle by other 
achieving a quick victory, they 
plate retreating step by step “steadily” and 
scraping some “gains” in their defensive 
posture. After having squandered nearly 
100 billion dollars and committed 
than half a million troops to the South 
Viet-Nam battlefield, they have been able 
to reap nothing more than an ignominious 
failure, both military and political. Now 
they hope to carry the day in a political, 
economic, social and psychological contest. 


means, 


more 


As the direct deployment of American 
troops, far from securing any victory, has 
only exposed them as mere aggressors, now 
they want to preserve their forces by dig- 
ging in and to return to the traditional 
improved trick of an army of aggression, 
namely, the use of the natives against the 
natives in a neo-colonialist pattern. Their 
setbacks as they grow seem to strengthen 


South Vietnamese Committee of Solidari- 
ty with the Peoples of Latin America, cons- 
tituted in January 1964, President: Professor 
Le Van Huen. 

Committee of the South Vietnamese 
People in Solidarity with the People of the 
United States, established October 1, 1967. 


President: Pharmacologist Ho Thu, 


Peasant’s Association for the Liberation 
of South Viet-Nam, founded April 8, 1961. 
President: Nguyen Huu The. 

Youth Federation for the Liberation of 
South Viet-Nam, founded April 24, 1961. 
President: Bach Bang. 

Union of South Viet-Nam’s Revolutionary 
Youth, founded on January 1, 1962. Presi- 
dent: Tran Bach Bang. 


Movement for the National Autonomy of 
the Western Plateau, created in March 
1961, President: Mr. Abib Alco. Vice 
President: Mr, Ho Chon Thep. 

Democratic and Patriotic Journalist Union 
of South Viet-Nam, established on Novem- 
ber 11, 1961, Presidents: —the late Vu 
Tung, who has been replaced by Tan Dac. 

Association for the Development of the 
Morality of Reo Buddhism, founded March 
30, 1961. President: Mrs, Nguyen Thi Sien. 


their adhesion to their aggressive ambition. 
They seek the most cynical and. vicious 
ways to their neo-colonialist 
interests. 


promote 


Their subjectivism has blinded U.S. stra- 
tegists to a higher degree. Being driven to 
the wall, théy still bank heavily on decep- 
tion not only to get out of their passive- 
ness, but also to make the most of their 
precarious position. 


(From a series of articles published by 
“The Viet-Nam Courier”). 


_.. Dhufar: 
Historical 
Panorama 


$ 


DHUFAR GEOGRAPHICAL DEFINITION 


Dhufar is situated in the south eastern 
part of the Arabian peninsula, bordered on 
the east by Oman, on the by the 
People’s Republic South Yemen, . on the 
north by Saudi Arabia and the south by the 
Arabian Sea. 


west 


POPULATION 


No official census of the population has 
been made, but the approximate number 
of the people is 150 thousands of Arab 
Moslems. 


AREA 


The area of Dhufar amounts to 100 thou- 
sand kilometers, and its natural 
environment is divided into three regions: 


1—The coast 
along the Arabian Sea coast, It is a culti- 
number of cities and 


square 


region: Plains extending 
vated area with a 
villages along the southern coast. 


2—The mountainous A range 
of caleareous mountains, thickly wooded 
and reaching 3 thousand feet above sea level 
and inhabited by people living on cattle 
breeding in the meadows, This area is a 


region: 


pasture land depending on the seasonal 
rainfall. The inhabitants grow maize and 
bees, The butter, and the 
whole of Dhufar depends mainly on_ the 
animal wealth of the mountains. 


3.—Al Badia 
with deep valleys. Its people depend on 
cattle breeding and the cultivation of gum 
Arabic, the great amount of which is ex- 
ported to other places in the world. 


area exports 


region: granite mountains 


NATURAL RESOURCES 
AGRICULTURE 


The people in Dhufar cultivate cereals and 
nuts, gum trees, cotton, pepper, bananas, 
and other kinds of fruits and vegetables. 
Agriculture depends on water pumped from 
wells. 


Dhufar is considered one of the impor- 
tant agricultural areas. in the southeastern 
part of the Arabian peninsula and was at 


intermittent periods a quite large exporter 
of agricultural crops, a thing which results 
in the improvement of the living standard 
end the flourishment of the national eco- 
nomy, But the Muscat Sultanate imposed 
high taxes on land ownership, and products 
which led to the abandonment of many 
farms because the farmers were unable to 
pay the heavy taxes imposed upon them 
by the Museat authority. 


In the past ten years, the Sultans of 
Muscat have issued decrees banning the 
people from possessing lands, especially in 
the areas where agriculture relies on wells 
extending from mountains to plains. As a 
result, agriculture has been deteriorated 
although it is the main source of living 
for the people. Muscat Sultanate is working 
hard to compel the people to live in poverty 
and deprive them of all the sound means 
of life, The unemployment has prevailed, 
and the people cannot even live from hand 
to mouth. 


Thousands of the people have immigrated 
to the Arabian Gulf to join a work in the 
oil companies so that they may find what 
sustains their life. Thus the farmers sector 
in Dhufar has become threatened in this 
unbearable circumstances. This imperialistic 
policy has made the area depend completely 
on imported foodstuffs although it is the 
most important area exporting the agricul- 
tural products. 


TRADE 


Trade in Dhufar depends completely on 
exportation and importation. As for ex- 
portation, its agricultural products such as 
cotton, peppers, nuts, gum, honey, animal 
products like butter, skin, and fish... ete. 
went to East Africa, the Occupied South 
of Yemen, Oman, Arabian Gulf, India, and 
Pakistan. From these mentioned countries 
Dhufar imported its needs of cloth, food 


əl 


and luxuries. However, the Sultanate of 
Muscat has imposed heavy taxes on trade, 
sometimes up to 100 per cent, As a result 
of these soaring prices, life has become 
unbearable. 


ït is clear that the authorities of Muscat 
are puting pressure on the people through 
imposing limits on their material incentives 
which play a great role in the lives of 
individuals. They do that in order to hinder 
the development and progress of Dhufar. 


The Sultanate of Museat has not left 
any thing in peace, and has been always 
against the honorable life; the commercial 
exchange through banks is prohibited be- 
cause the authority has not allowed the 
establishment of banks in this area, Saiid 
Ben Taimour coined a new local currency, 
unacceptable abroad; a thing which in its 
turn killed the comercial activity. He has 
imposed heavy taxes on the ships which 
trade with the area in bringing goods. 
This frightened the owners of the ships and 
lessened the means of communication 
connecting this part with the world. Thus 
the commercial activity is caused to be 
ruined, and the foreign countries to be 
frightened from trading with the area. 


MINERAL WEALTH 


An American oil Company (John Mekam) 
was given a concession for prospecting for 
oil in an area of 38 thousand kilometers, ten 
years ago, The concession was given by 
Saiid Ben Taimour and representatives of 
this company. The company has started 
operations since 8 years and discovered oil 
in great quahtities in Marmouk, Mizrak, Al 
Shewaimiah, and Al Shosr. The company 
however, is pursuing its researches in com- 
plete secrecy and deprived the citizens of 
working in this area. The company employs 
workers from British colonies, Common- 
wealth countries, Italy and the U.S. Con- 


cerning the agreements with the American 
company, Saiid Ben Taimour has prevented 
the citizens from knowing its contents. 


CEMENT 


British experts have discovered the nec- 
essary bases for a cement industry at Resout 
and the western areas of Dhufar. 


Some other minerals were discovered in 
Dhufar area; in valleys and mountains, 
but the British experts have not given 
any information about these, after samples 
had been examined. 


ANIMAL WEALTH 


Dhufar is one of the richest areas in the 
number of cattle, sheep, and camels are 
estimated as follows: 


Cows: 250 thousand, 


Sheep: One million, 
Camels: 100 thousand, 


There is no direct supervision from the 
government of this resource. The animals 
in this area feed on the grasses which 
covered the mountains, and the valleys of 
Dhufar. The grasses depend upon the 
seasonal rainfall in summer, which lasts a 
period of three months making the area a 
green paradise in the heart of the Arabian 
Desert. Great number of the people depend 
upon the animals and their products. How- 
ever, the authorities has imposed heavy 
taxes on the animal products and the 
number owned by each countryman, 


FISH 


rich in fish 
quantity of 


The coast of Dhufar is 
especially sardine, a large 
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which is used for cattle feed and as a ferti- 
lizer for the land. Part of it, however, is 
exported. The authority taxes 30 per cent 
of the income of the people who work in 
this industry. 


EDUCATION 


The Government does not encourage 
education, but tries to kill the cultural 
spirit among the people. Only one prepa- 
ratory school exists in Dhufar, This turns 
out a number of 13 students annually. These 
graduates are not allowed to complete their 
studies abroad, because the government 
realizes that education is the torch of life 
and the weapon of the nations against op- 
pression and tyranny. This policy does not 
comply with the human rights in our mo- 
dern age. 


HEALTH 


Although many diseases prevail in this 
area, the Government does nothing what- 
ever for public health. There are no medi- 
cal centers or hospitals in the area. There 
is only one pharmacy selling the deteriorated 
medicine at imaginary prices. Medicines 
are prohibited to be imported, doctors are 
not allowed in, and nobody is allowed out 
for treatment. As a result of this inhuman 
policy, the death rate in the area is very 
high especially among children and pregnant 
women. 


MEANS OF COMMUNICATION 


The authorities prevent the people from 
buying cars or any other means of com- 
munication. Thus modern mean of com- 
munication are hardly available in Dhufar. 
The only way of getting contact with the 
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outer world is to use the old boats while 
internal communications depend on camels 


anc cattle. Therefore the area became 
isolated from the world. Hundreds of 
people are lost in the sea attemping to cross 
it in their boats, and get in touch with 
the civilized world. 


SYSTEM OF RULE 


There is no system of rule in the modern 
sense of the word in Dhufar; it is an 
autocracy in which all the powers were 
in the hands of Saiid Ben Taimour, a 
dictator who followed the policy of “divide 
and rule.” He encouraged tribal feuds. 
His courts were used for creating disputes 
among the people, Therefore the people 
kept away from these courts and formed 
popular councils to solve the disputes that 


might erupt among them. 
A HISTORICAL SURVEY 


Before 1877 Dhufar was an independent 
region having all the fundaments of a state; 
in 1212 Sultan Ahmed Mohammed El Man- 
gawy formed the first independent govern- 
ment in Dhufar until the tribal civil war 
broke out in 1876 following the coup 
d’état against the last Sultan Fadl Ben 
Alawy. 


Since that time, the political situation 
continued unstable because of tribal feuds. 
Britain picked the chance and with the 
help of Sultan of Muscat who are its 
agents, it extended its domination over the 
area through making it part of the Sultanate 
of Muscat. In 1877, Britain sent an occupa- 
tion army to Dhufar, but the Arab people 
of Dhufar fought bravely against it; in 
March 1878, the tribes of Dhufar succeeded 
in forcing the British to retreat from the 
area, but the British heped by Sultan of 
Muscat renewed the invasion, 


In October 10, of the same year, Britain 
sent ships to invade Dhufar. 
The ships reached Merbat city, three miles 
from the capital, Salalah, where the 
British commander sent an ultimatum to 
chiefs of the tribes, putting them into 
prison. Britain imposed a terroristic op- 


three war 


pressing rule on the people, appointed the 
Sultan of Muscat which is outside its 
natural borders; to be a region like of 
Gowdor in the south of Pakistan and Zan- 
zibar at east Africa. Our people in Dhufar 
fled to the mountains and separated them- 
Sultanate and its rule. 
However, the people at the mountains who 
form the majority of the inhabitants 
remained as a bitter enemy opposing the 
rule of the Sultan of Muscat. 


selves from the 


Britain increased its military forces in 
the area to protect its agent —the Sultan of 
Museat— from one side and to guarantee 
its existence from the other. It brought 
military forces to Dhufar from all its 
colonies, dictated its well-known policy 
“divide and rule” on the Sultan, and 
encouraged disputes between tribes. Despite 
these reactionary imperialistic attempts, 
Britain could not prevail over the area of 


the mountains, and its domination did not 


exceed the coast area. The struggle between 
the Sultanate at the coast and the moun- 
tains area was resumed until 1889 when 
the Badia tribes started a militarized revo- 
lution and attacked the government head- 
quarters at Salalah the capital, killed the 
ruler and liberated the area with the as- 
sistance of the coast area inhabitants, But 
a few weeks after that, Britain sent its 
army once more from Muscat through the 
sea to overcome the revolution and after 
bloody battles between the revolutionists 
and the imperialistic forces, the tribes fled 
to the mountains. 


Britain imposed its power once again and 
regained the rule of the Sultan of Muscat 
over the area. Nevertheless the tribes kept 
the area of 
the mountains and Badia. As a result of 
that the political situation in the area 
continued unstable; the tribal wars were 
resumed, the disputes increased, but the 
formal authority was kept in the hands of 
the Sultan of Muscat over the coast area 
and the capital Salalah. 


their absolute control over 


In 1932, Saiid Ben Taimour became the 
Sultan of Muscat and gave the British an 
opportunity to pratice their imperialist 
policy in the area, This aggressive policy 
can be summed up as follows: 


1. Britain imposed a military rule in the 
area to use it for strategic purposes in 
defending her oil interests in the Gulf and 
in safeguarding the Western interests. 


--2. Britain established air, sea, and land 
bases in the area linked with its forces 
in the eastern Mediterranean and at south 
eastern Asia; these bases are of great 
importance and danger for they contain 
modern weapons; 
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a) The base at Salalah is 315 square 
kilometers in area, and comprises secret 
underground stores of nuclear weapons. 
The inhabitants are prevented from hover- 
ing around the base. 


b) The base is equipped to handle the 
biggest military jets day and night and 
has a powerful radio station for making 
contact with other bases and fleet units 
overseas. 


c) Britain has established camps for 
infantry, and artillery and radar units in 
the vicinity of this base which, lies in a 
valley protected by mountains at the north. 


d) In 1960 Britain tried to establish a 
sea base in Resout port at the western front 
to Dhufar, but popular opposition to this 
step prevented it from that project. 


e) Following the revolution which flared 
up in Dhufar on June 9, 1965, led by the 
Dhufar Liberation Front, British increased 
its military forces in order to protect 
Salalah. air base. Its troops in the area 
amounted to two thousands of men ful- 
ly equipped, besides its operating forces 
against the revolution. 


No doubt, Britain is paying a special 
attention to this base because it has a 
strategic purpose. This British outlook 
indicates the importance and danger of the 
base, 


3. Britain has also established a number 
of air subsidiary bases and training camps 
in Dhufar to, suppress the revolution. These 
sub-bases have been used many times 
against the nationalists. They were used 
for breaking the revolution which flared 
up in Nazwa, in 1957, and against the rising 
which took place in Dhufar in April 26, 
19661, which was aimed at the life of 
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Saiid Ben Taimour. During these attempts 
the British forces destroyed houses and 
killed innocent inhabitants. The area has 
been turned to military camps and bases, 
so much that one can hardly find a town 


or city without a base or a camp for the 
British imperialists. 


In addition ‘to 
policy is devoted to dissention and deepen- 


the above, the sultan’s 


ing tribal sedition, and empowering of the 
area in order to consolidate the sultan’s 
rule. 


The Sultan helped Britain to establish a 
military airbase at ‘Salalah during the 
Second World War. Thus the imperialist 
existence continued to extend. its: domina- 
tion in this part of the Arab homeland. 
In 1950, the Sultan issued a law forbid- 
ding the cultivation of the areas which 
from the 


canals supplied 


The 
confined to the Sultan’s palaces and special 
gardens in Al Ma’amoura and Razzat. The 
right of land 


depend on 


mountains. use of these canals was 


people were denied -the 
ownership. 


The atrocities of the British colonial rule 
are a humiliation of Arab man’s dignity 
in Dhufar and an open challenge to world 
public opinion, 


In the face of the British imperialistic 


rulers and their agents the Sultans of Mus- 
cat are opposed by every citizen in Dhufar, 
besides when life in Dhufar had reached 
its worst, the people thought of military 
revolution as the only means of restoring 
their rights. Therefore the Liberation Front 
of Dhufar was formed representing the 
Dhufar people to lead them in their strug- 
gle against the British imperialism and its 
agents from the Sultans of Muscat towards 
freedom and liberty. 


in June 9, 1965, The Liberation Front 
of Dhufar started the revolution of the 
Arab people in the area, The Front made 
| against the British 
camps and caused much The 
Front released a statement following those 
activities in which its system of work and 


successful operations 
damage. 


objectives were explained: 


First: Liquidating the British imperial- 
istic existence in the area, military, econo- 
mic. and political and dismissing the Bri- 
tish forces out of the air, sea, and land 
bases which hinder the development of the 
people and form a direct threat to the secur- 
ity of the area as well as a threat to world 
peace. 


Second: Freeing Dhufar from the domi- 
nation of the Sultanate of Museat which 
is responsible for helping the British to 
extend their domination on the country. 
This rule is entirely rejected by Dhufari 
people. 


Third: Liberating the people and ensur- 
ing their right for self-determination and 
so to enable them .to select their own 
rulers among themselves without any threat 


or pressure, 


Fourth: Working for achieving economic 
independence and so to enable the people 


to restore their lawful rights to make full 
use of their natural resources. 


Fifth: Working hard for the improve- 
ment of medical services and putting an 
end to the problem of unemployment by 
improving means of agriculture and indus- 
try. 

Sixth: Helping the people to overcome 
their cultural problems, to eliminate ignor- 
ance by eradication of illiteracy and the 
establishment of schools, institutes and col- 
leges and enable all citizens without dis- 
crimination to make use of them so that 
the people may maintain their freedom 
and national independence, 


In spite of the fact that the above aims 
are legitimate, just and humane, Britain’s 
colonial system commited acts of atrocities 
against innocent inhabitants in cities and 
mountains, 


On June, 12, 1965 . British forces rein- 
forced by tanks and airplanes encircled the 
chief city of Salalah and imposed a 24-hour- 
curfew placing 35 citizens under arrest with- 
out justification. Next day the same forces 
launched a campaign of further arrests on 
the town of Marbat some 45 miles east of 
Salalah. They also arrested another fifteen 
citizens without justification and sent them 
chained by air to Muscat prisons and Bri- 
tish concentration camps in Oman where 
they were tortured by the British and ac- 
cused of criminal charges. They were ex- 
posed to tiring interrogations and deprived 
of the right to enlist the help of legal 
councils with the consequence that their 
health was seriously affected and left with- 
out medical attention which the law èn- 
sures for all prisoners and detainees. 


Moreover, the British forces made whole- 
sale arrests and filled the prisons with 
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hundreds of citizens. They were obliged to 
establish additional prisons. The Royal Air 
Force made indiscriminate bombings of 
towns and villages killing women, children 


and old people, burning out houses and 
crops and rendering whole families home- 
less without food or shelter. 


British colonial crimes and unlawful mi- 
litary operations are beyond description. 
Our problem is one of the dangerous colo- 
nial problems created by the presence of 
Britain in the area as a colonial power with 
air and sea bases and military camps. 


The Sultanate has no legal standing. It 
is nearly a British base. In fact Dhufar 
would have never given way to the Sultan’s 
influence had it not been for Britain’s pre- 
sence, 


The rulers of Muscat and the British do 
not consider Dhufar a part of Muscat except 
from the political, administrative aspect. 
Dhufar has its own currency, special insti- 
tutions, special laws and special adminis- 
trative systerh quite different from those 
of Muscat. The English writer “James 
Morris” who accompanied the Sultan of 
Muscat Saiid Ben Taimour in his trip from 
Dhufar to Oman across the desert in 1958 
following Oman’s revolutionary events, wrote 
in his book “Sultan in Oman”: “The Amer- 


ican Oil personnel were active on the 
Eastern side of Jeddah, Al Harassiss, but 
we had then crossed the border from Dhu- 
far to Oman which was clearly demarcated 
by the Sultan himself.” The 
given Sultan to the 
Company of the name of “City Service” 
in an area of 32000 square kilometers in 


concession 


by the American 


Dhufar eastern desert meant in the opi- 
nion of the Sultan and the English that 
Dhufar is not part of Muscat Sultanate, 
but a common colony under the Sultan’s 
administration in view of the fact that the 
Sultan had surrendered a lot of interests in 
Oman to Britain and granted great facilities 
and oil revenue in Dhufar specially in as far 
as the British Air Base in Salalah is con- 
cerned and Britain’s free hand to expand. 
This is a proof that the problem of the 
people of Dhufar is a colonial one and an 
independent question and that the matter 
should be looked into on the basis of the 
following demands: 


l. The Dhufar Arab people’s right to 
self-determination. 


2. The presence of the British and that 
of the Sultanate of Muscat in Dhufar are 
considered illegal and. contrary to the will 
of the Dhufar people, 


3. The legality of the Dhufar people’s 
struggle to regain their right to live free, 
and insistance upon Britain to end its oper- 
ations of intimidation and cruelty and the 
release of political detainees, 
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Venezuela: 
Revolutionary 
Presence 


I N recent weeks there has been a marked 
increase in the revolutionary struggle in 
the states of Falcón, Barinas, Apure, Mo- 
nagas and Sucre where there have been 
clashes between guerrillas and government 
troops; insurgents have appeared in urban 
centers and the rebels have taken tempo- 
rary possession of towns in the interior of 
Venezucla. 

The urban revolutionary commandos have 
also played an important role in recent 
These checkmated the re- 
pressive organisms of the government in 
Caracas, where a group of armed young 
people attacked police cars and fought gun 
battles with agents in several areas. 

As on previous occasions 
the fruitless search for the young people 
who the people say are FLN-FALN, the 
Venezuelan regime has 
claiming a state of emergency in Caracas 


weeks. actions 


faced with 


resorted to pro- 


and initiating a gigantic wave of house- 
breaking and arrests. 


Other important actions have been re- 
ported by the regime’s official agency. The 
town of Cumanacoa, in the State of Sucre, 
was the scene of one of these incidents 
when heavily armed guerrillas marched 
down the main streets denouncing the Raúl 
Leoni regime and distributing revolution- 
ary proclamations, The insurgents then 
moved on to a neighboring town where 
they repeated their action. 


Later, near the Cumanacoa Mountains the 
same rebel detachments inflicted nine ca- 
sualties on a military contingent sent to 
track them down, This time the news was 
confirmed by a spokesman for the Ministry 
of Defense. 


However, other similar actions took place 
in areas near the town of Cumanacoa, in 
the State of Sucre. The Caracas daily El 
Nacional reported that a high-ranking Army 
officer was wounded when a military pa- 
trol was ambushed by rebel forces, 


One significant point mentioned was that 
a military patrol, from the State of Mona- 
gas, was sent to Cumanacoa to reinforce the 
local forces. 


In adition to these actions guerrilla de- 
tachments occupied the town of Zazarida, 
some 50 kilometers from Coro, the capital 
of the State of Faleén, where the revolu- 
tionaries captured two individuals con- 
nected with the repressive apparatus known 
as SIFA (Armed Forces Intelligence Ser- 
vice), 


The army established a tight control over 
the area, but the measure was fruitless. The 
rebels had evaporated into thin air. Later 
the authorities reported the death of a 
lieutenant of the cazadores (special corps 
for the antiguerrilla struggle) in Santa 
Cruz de Bucoral, State of Falcón, 
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Meanwhile, in the State of Apure, armed 
groups of men continued attacking large 
land-holdings and capturing large sums of 
money. In police circles they are unable to 
explain these actions. 


The alarm in the Venezuelan government 
circles resulting from the vigorous upsurge 
of the revolutionary movement is reflected 
in the repeated threats against the masses 
made by officials of the Ministries of In- 
terior and Defense. 


Guinea (B): 
Wreaking Havoc 
on the Colonialist 
Troops 


COMMUNIQUE OF THE AFRICAN PARTY 
FOR THE INDEPENDENCE OF GUINEA AND 
CAPE VERDE 


5 


T: port of Ganjola 1 km from Catio 
—one of the most important urban centers 
in the country, which at present is one of 
the main fortified camps in enemy hands 
on the Southern Front— has just been 
taken by our forces, 
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Ganjola, where the military installations 
had been almost totally destroyed by our 
combatants, had to be evacuated suddenly 
by the enemy last December 14, after vio- 
lent attacks in the course of which the 
colonialist force suffered heavy casualties. 


The fall of Ganjola, a port which the 
enemy used to supply its troops stationed 
in Catio, makes this supplying more dif- 
ficult since it can now only be assured 
by air. 


Other actions took place in December 
and in the course of the month of January, 
particularly against fortified camps of: 


Quebo, Tite, Gantongó and S. Domingo, 
December 31. 


Mansambu, S. Joao and Gantangó, Jan- 
uary 3. 

Ganturé, January 5. 

Chamara, January 8. 

Fulacunda, January 9. 

During these actions the enemy suffered 
heavy losses both in men and materiel. 


In addition, we point out that on Jan- 
uary 3 one of our artillery units shelled 


capital of the country. 
wreaking great havoc on the colonialist 
installations in the city. 


Bolama, the old 


In addition, the following actions took 
place during this same period: 


December 31—A commando detachment 
of our regular army killed 4 enemy sold- 
iers during an action in the fortified camp 
of Fulacunda. 


January 1—Our combatants put 5 enemy 
soldiers out of action in an ambush on 
the Bambadineca Xime highway on the East- 
ern Front. 


January 4—On the same Front, our forces 
totally destroyed a colonialist camp near 
the village of Manpat Ulfifo. In the course 
of the battles, 4 enemy soldiers were killed 
and the rest of the colonialist forces fled 
toward Saltinho. We also captured an im- 
portant load of ammunition and various 
material, 


January 5—An enemy contingent coming 
from the Fulacunda camp to launch ter- 
rorist actions in the liberated villages of 
the sector was violently attacked by our 
combatants and by the armed population. 
The enemy had to retreat after 3 of their 
men were killed and several others wound- 


ed. 


January 6—A colonialist detachment that 
had been installed in the old village of 
Gambeco, near Saltinho, was forced out by 
our combatants. During the battle, 2 colon- 
ialist soldiers were killed. 


January 9—A colonialist contingent com- 
ing from Quebé fell into an ambush while 
trying to reach a base of our combatant 
forces in the region, The enemy had to 
retreat after 8 were killed and several 
others wounded, 


Amilcar Cabral 


Secretary General 


The PLAF: 
Extraordinary 
Revolutionary 


MESSAGE TO THE COMMAND OF PLAF 


the occasion of the commemoration 
of the VIII Anniversary of the unification 
of the South Viet-Nam People’s Liberation 
Armed Forces, the Executive Secretariat of 
the OSPAAAL, on behalf of the peoples of 
Africa, Asia and Latin America, extends to 
you, and through you to all the cadres and 
combatants of the PLAF, its warmest and 
most sincere congratulations. 


The South Viet-Nam PLAF, which at 
the beginning was composed of small guer- 
rilla detachments and self-defense units, 


under the guiding banner of the NFL, has 
turned into a revolutionary army of extra- 
ordinary might, that wins every battle it 
fights, and today is trapping 1 200000 
aggressive Yankee and puppet soldiers into 
a hopeless situation, thus setting an out- 
standing example to all the revolutionary 
armed forces of the national liberation 
movements in the world. 


For over a year, by its general offensive 
and simultaneous and continuous uprisings, 
the PLAF and the South Vietnamese peo- 
ple have turned the correlation of forces 
in the battlefield, in favor of the revolu- 
tion, thus forcing the aggressors to accept 
two additional defeats of great significance: 
the unconditional cessation of the bombings 
against the entire North Vietnamese ter- 
ritory and the participation of a delegation 
from the South Viet-Nam NFL at the Paris 
conference table. Such victories have re- 
joiced all the peoples and at the same time 
constitute a powerful encouragement for 
the national liberation movement in Afri- 
ca, Asia and Latin America, 


Our organization closes its ranks to ex- 
press its militant solidarity with the people 
the Vietnamese revolutionary armed 
forces. And it fully supports the Four- 
Point Stand of the DRV and the Political 
Program of the South Viet-Nam NFL, as 
the base fop the correct political solution 
of the Vietnamese problem. 


and 


We take this opportunity to wish many 
and bigger victories to the Vietnamese peo- 
ple, its People’s Liberation Armed Forces 
and to you, in your successful and over- 
whelming advance aimed at driving the US 


invaders out of Viet-Nam, overthrowing 
their puppets and leading the just cause 


of independence and liberty of our beloved 


Viet-Nam to final victory. 
OSPAAAL Executive Secretariat 


Judicial Farce 
in Seoul 


CABLE FROM THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 
OF OSPAAAL TO MEMBER ORGANIZA- 
TIONS CONCERNING THE SENTENCE 
IMPOSED TO THE LEADERS OF THE R.U.P. 
IN SOUTHERN KOREA 


On January 25 US imperialists. and the 
Pak Jung Hi puppet clique committed an- 
other unforgivable crime by ‘sentencing’ 
Kim Jong Tai, head of the underground 
revolutionary organization in Seoul and 
four of his comrades in arms to the death 
penalty. Another four were sentenced to life 
imprisonment and twenty one more were 
imposed severe penalties up to fifteen years 
in prison for carrying out just patriotic 
activities to put an end to the colonial rule 
of US imperialist aggressors and accom- 
plish the democratization of the southern 


Korean society and the country’s unifica- 


tion, Theirs was a rigged trial. Our organ- 
ization energetically condemns these crimes 
of US imperialis!s and Pak Jung Hi puppet 
clique and urgently calls upon its member 
organizations and all progressive forces and 
peoples to launch a worldwide campaign 
against Yankee imperialists and the Pak 
Jung Hi t 


mediate release of the South Korean revo- 


puppet clique demanding im- 
Jutionary patriots imprisoned and to sup- 
port actively and by all means available 
the heroic struggle of Southern Korean 
people against US imperialists and the Pak 
Jung Hi puppet clique for the independent 


reunification of their homeland. 


Israel's 
New Expansionist 
Attacks 


ba increasingly confirms that it is an 
imperialist base by its continuous aggres- 
sions against the Palestinian people and 
the Arab regions. 

Since its criminal aggression of June 5, 
1967 against the Arab countries, Israel has 
not ceased its continuous attacks on the 
Palestinian people and -the neighboring 
Arab regions of the United Arab Repu- 
blic, Jordan, the Syrian Arab Republic and 
Lebanon. These aggressive attacks are be- 
coming more inhuman and brutal every 
day, in flagrant violation of every inter- 
national Jaw and all respect for human 
rights, ¥ 


After occupying by force and aggression 
the Arab regions of Sinai, in the United 
Arab Republic; Cisjordan in Palestine and 
Golan in the Arab Republic of Syria, Israel 
impudently stated that these regions would 
become part of its territory, in violation 
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of every international law and ignoring all 
the demands for the immediate withdrawal 
of the ‘Israeli forces from the occupied 
Arab territories. 


By taking over these territories by force 
and expelling another half a million Pa- 
lestinian from their lands, Israel has arro- 
gated the right of gendarme of the region, 
and the right to reprisal in the Arab re- 
gions against the legitimate struggle of the 
their occupied homeland. 


Thus, the Israeli aggressions in the past 
few months have been manifested by at- 
tacks on the cities, lines of communications, 
factories and industrial centers in the Arab 
countries as well as by continuous attacks 
of the Israeli planes against the cities of 
ordan; attacks on the Suez Canal and 
Najh Hamadi and the criminal closing of 
the Suez Canal for a year and a half, and 
lately, by the inhuman attack against the 
Beirut airport that brought about the des- 
truction of thirteen civilian airplanes most- 
ly belonging to Western capitalist com- 
panies. In this regard it is paradoxical to see 
that this attack deserved the condemna- 
tion of the UN Security Council, a condem- 


— 


nation that was not made at the time of 
Israel’s aggression against the Arab peoples 
on June 5, 1967. 


By its bombing of the Beirut airport 
Israels objective was to force the Leba- 
nese government to negotiate directly and 
to fight the activities of the Palestinian 
Commandos, but the first reaction of the 
Arab peoples of Lebanon culminated in 
completely opposite positions, The demons- 
trations of the students and progressive 
forces in Lebanon culminated in official 
statements of the Lebanese government in 
support of the activities of the Palestinian 
Commandos and the need to strengthen 
the country’s defense against the Israeli 
threats. 


The expulsion of thousands of Pales- 
tinians from the occupied territories, the 
destruction of hundreds of homes in Jeru- 
salem, Gaza, Naploux, Toulkarm, Kabilia, 
Khalil and other Palestinian cities, the 
arrest and persecution of several thousand 
Palestinians in the Israeli prisons, all these 
savage actions against the Palestinian peo- 
ple, of which there are two million refugees 
today, recall the brutality of the Nazis, of 


Ii) 


pi 


This great humanity has said: 
enough! and has started fo 


move forward. 


IN 


| 


whom the Jews were the victims, and 
which they are now repeating against the 
Palestinian people. 


All these brutal actions and Israel’s re- 
fusal to withdraw from the Arab territories 
occupied after June 5, 1967 confirm that 
Israel is carrying out a premeditated cri- 
minal plan in the Arab homeland, which 
consists of continuing its expansion in the 
Arab region; wanting to occupy new ter- 
ritories and prepare new expansionist wars 
of extermination against the Arab people. 


All these aggressions are carried out 
while the Government of the United States 
of America delivers Phantom-4 aircraft to 
Israel, which confirms that Israel would 
have been unable to continue its aggres- 
sion without the direct aid and encourage- 
ment of the US imperialists. 


Tt has been clear that ever since the 
creation of Israe] at the initiative of the 
British, the United States of America want- 
ed to turn it into an imperialist base in 
the region in order to prevent the unity 
of the Arab people, undermine the whole 
revolutionary movement in the region and 
protect both the interventionist military 
bases in the region and the imperialist 
exploitation of the oil wealth of the Arab 
homeland, 


Israel has always implemented the plans 
of US imperialism in Asia and Africa by 
means of its continuous aggressions against 
the Arab people, its support to the im- 
perialist aggression in Viet-Nam and its in- 
tervention against the liberation movements 
in the African continent. 


In view of these atrocities, the Executive 
Secretariat of OSPAAAL energetically con- 
demns the Israeli aggressions against the 
Palestinian people and the Arab countries 
and demands the immediate and uncondi- 
tional withdrawal of the Israeli forces from 
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the Arab territories occupied after June 5, 
1967. 


Declares that the armed struggle of the 
Palestinian people for the liberation of 
their homeland occupied by Israel is a just 
one, and supports it by all means available 
to the Organization. 


Appeals to all the socialist and progres- 
sive countries, to all revolutionary organi- 
zations of the world to give all their ma- 
terial support to the armed struggle for 
liberation undertaken by the Palestinian 
people. 


The Executive Secretariat confirms that 
the armed struggle of the Palestinian peo- 
ple is the only means to liberate their 
homeland, and condemns all the maneuvers 
and schemes secretely plotted by the Arab 
reactionaries in connivance with imperial- 
ism to liquidate the Palestinian question, 
for concessions at the expense of these 
peoples—plots aimed at hitting the heroic 
struggle of the Palestinian commandos in 
the back. 


Appeals to the Palestinian people to 
unify their liberation struggle as well as 
to the Arab revolutionary governments to 
offer their most effective aid to the legi- 
timate struggle of the oppressed Palesti- 
nian people. 


Finally it condemns the criminal aid 
granted by the governments of the United 
States of America, the Federal Republic 
of Germany and of other imperialist pow- 
ers to the Israeli aggressions against the 
Arab people, and reiterates its certainty 
that victory Will be attained by the peoples 
who struggle for their liberation, as in 
the case of the Vietnamese people and 
the Palestinian people as well as the op- 
pressed peoples in three continents. 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT OF 
OSPAAAL 


Conference of the Arab Peoples: 
Our Stand 


Mr. Chairman: 


On behalf of the Delegation of the Executive Secretariat of the Tricontinental 
Organization we would like to point out that there are several aspects in the drafts 
of declaration and appeal which are not fully satisfactory with the approach of our 
Organization on these problems. 

Hence we are in no position to give our approval to the present documents and 
thus our Delegation is forced to abstain, 


Our position is that there cannot be any possible or practical solution 
within the framework of UN whatsoever. 

That the central issue here is the liberation struggle of the Palestinian 
people and its courageous armed struggle. We must support them activeiy 
and mobilize public opinion on this line of action as the only true and 
final soiution to the so-called “Palestinian probiem.” 

We must reorganize and assist through all possibie means —weapons, money, 
medicines, training, propaganda— the struggle of all the fighting, forces 
of Palestine. 


At the same time, we want to express our support to all Arab Peoples fighting 
for their sovereignty, and especially we want to express our unrestricted support to 
the statement made by the Palestinian delegation in the opening session. We believe 
this declaration contains the most correct analysis and that is why we give our 
support. 

We request to the Chairman that our position be placed on record, 


Tasks and Origins of OSPAAAL 


A little more than three years have passed since the holding of the First Con- 
ference of Solidarity of the Peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin America. Since then the 
OSPAAAL has been carrying out a vast program of activities in accordance with the 
policy of that historic Revolutionary forum on a tricontinental scale. 
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As well as in the work carried out by the Organization a lively interest has 
developed in the structure, objectives and function of the OSPAAAL in relation to 
its main goal: “To unite, coordinate and encourage the struggle of the peoples of 
Africa, Asia and Latin America.” 

Other important objectives of the Tricontinental Organization are the “giving of 
effective support to the national liberation movement of the three continents, using 
every available means” and the “upholding of the revolutionary struggle as ihe 
inalienable and imprescriptible right of the peoples in the face of imperialism, colo- 
nialism and neocolonialism.” 

The necessity for advancing the resolutions of the First Tricontinental Confer- 
ence has given the struggle of the OSPAAAL a dynamic character, and as a conse- 
quence, its functions are carried out by four specialized departments headed by 
the Executive Secretariat under the presidency of the Secretary General, 

Among the main functions of the Executive Secretariat made up of twelve secre- 
tariats —four for each continent— is precisely the fulfilling of the agreements 
adopted by the First Conference and the formulation of the general policy of the 
Organization. 


The fulfillment of the various functions of the Executive Secretariat is carried 
out within the framework of four central departments: Politico-Economic, Socio- 
Cultural, Organization and Liason, and Information and Propaganda. In addition 
to the specific tasks assigned to these departments in the carrying out of general 
plans they have to formulate work plans. 

The Technico-Administrative Secretariat also participates actively in the functions 
of OSPAAAL. As its name indicates it is in charge of technical and administrative 
work, as well as the control of cocuments, the translation of the Organization’s 
work material and its reproduction and distribution, 


The main aim of the work done by the Socio-Cultural Department is to fight 
imperialist ideological and cultural penetration.with revolutionary, ideas in the nations 
subjected to colonial and imperialist control and in those that have attained the 
sovereignty of their states. 

In this aspect of the struggle against imperialism, the Socio-Cultural Department, 
in fulfillment of the agreements of the First Conference, publishes the Tricontinental 
Magazine. The first issue was a supplement in which the historic message of “One, 
Two, Three, Many Viet Nams,” sent to the Organization by Major Ernesto Che 
Guevara. was published. 

TRICONTINENTAL. Theoretical organ of the Executive Secretariat of the 
OSPAAAL is published in four languages: Spanish, English, French and Halian. 
It contains reports, theoretical articles, articles written by the main leaders of ihe 
three continents, news of actions and developments in the member organizations oj 
OSPAAAL, books from and about the Third World, previousiy unpublished reporis 
and photos on the national iiberation movements, documents and speeches. This ma- 
terial appears in 10 sections which are published alternatively. 

Literature is another important aspect of the work done by the Socio-Cultural 


Department. The publication of books that spread the revolutionary ideas of Africa, 
Asia and Latin America became a reality when the Political Thought of Ben Barka, 
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Puerto Rico: Analysis of a Plebiscite, Selected Works of Ho Chi Minh and Turcios 
Lima were printed in several languages, 

At present two are being published: Why do the Vietcong Win? by the Australian 
writer, Wilfred Burchett, and Brazil: Two Rehearsals by the Brazilian revolutionary 
leader, Carlos Marighella. 

The Socio-Cultural Department is also compiling a record collection of the folk 
music and revolutionary anthems and songs of the people of Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. The first record of revolutionary anthems was cut by this Department recently. 


Activities of Solidarity 


On the occasion of the Week of Solidarity with the struggle of the heroic people 
of Viet-Nam, which will be held from March 13 to 19, the Executive Secretariat 
of OSPAAAL issued a call in which it made special note of the successful battles 
that the Vietnamese people are waging against the Yankee aggressor. 

This week of solidarity will also be held in the midst of new successes for the 
Vietnamese people. The imperialist enemy has been forced to accept negotiations 
and to end the bombing of the DRV in a step that exposed its failure in the 
face of the valiant struggle of the Vietnamese people both in the North and in the 
South. 

The Tricontinental Organization also sent a message to the General Staff of the 
South Viet-Nam PLAF on the occasion of the 8th anniversary of the unification 
of the People’s Liberation Armed Forces, 

“From a beginning of small guerrilla self-defense units, the South Viet-Nam 
PLAF, under the banner of the NLF, has become an exiraordinarily powerful army 
which has waged and won so many battles,” OSPAAAL stated in its message. 


